Lesson Plan Title: Issue Organization Website  

Author: Julie Pepera

Grade Level: 9 - 12

Subject/Content: Social Studies (Global Studies, Geography, Current Issues)

Summary of Lesson: Students will use Global Issues in Context to choose an International Issue and then create an informational website on the topic using content and information from Global Issues in Context. Students will write blogs 
Length: 2 - 3 days plus 1 day for presentations

Focus Question: What issues are faced by the world today? How can I raise awareness using the right kind of information? 

Database(s): Global Issues in Context
Hot list: 
Yola: www.yola.com
Creative Commons: http://search.creativecommons.org/
Global Issues In Context: http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/pepera?db=GIC
PW: julie

Procedures:
1. Provide access to Gale Cengage Learning databases 

2. Demonstrate Free Yola website and how to create links
3. Explain fair use and copyright with online resources
4. Copy student directions provided 

5. Allow for time to work and present in class 

Steps/Activities by student(s):
1. Use Issue Portals of Global Issues in Context to choose an issue that is moving and important 

2. Locate reference articles on the locations that are impacted by this issue

3. Locate reliable news stories and websites on people who are trying to help those impacted by the chosen issue 
4. Create a bibliography of links and articles to be used in the website
5. Create a website focusing on this issue and provide links to the reliable information in Global Issues in Context
6. Write several short paragraphs informing people why this issue is important and then publish these paragraphs to the website
7. Create a discussion group and ideas on possible solutions to the issue or problem
Outcome: Students will have a website they created informing others about an issue that is important to them, filled with content that is reliable and trustworthy. This website will comply with the correct fair use standards of sharing copyrighted information. 
Content Standard(s): 

· Use appropriate resources, reference and periodical sources, to interpret information on world events and issues. 

· Locate, access, analyze, organize, synthesize, evaluate and apply information about selected public issues — identifying, describing and evaluating multiple points of view. 

· Analyze the causes, consequences and possible solutions to persistent, contemporary and emerging global issues, such as health, security, resource allocation, economic development and environmental quality. 

· Explain bring awareness to social problems and issues by using Internet Technology in the correct way. 

Performance Indicators:

· At Level 1, the student is able to: 

· Choose a relevant topic that impacts others from Global Issues in Context
· At Level 2, the student is able to: 

· Compare and contrast information from a variety of sources and choose the correct type of information to share with others
· At Level 3, the student is able to: 

· Analyze the possible causes and effects of the information presented and shares this information with others in a responsible format
Computer Literacy and Usage Standards 9-12:
· The student will develop skills using a variety of computer resources to increase productivity, support creativity, conduct and evaluate research and improve communications. 

· The student will use technology resources to improve problem solving and decision making skills and apply these skills to real world situations. 

Vermont - History and Social Science Grade Level Expectations – High School
Inquiry - Social and Historical Questioning

H&SS9-10:1 - Asking focusing, probing, and significant research questions that incorporate ideas and concepts of personal, community, or global relevance


H&SS11-12:1 - Asking focusing, probing, and significant research questions that incorporate ideas and concepts of personal, community, or global relevance and could lead to answers which allow students to become participants in solutions 

Research Plan - Students Design Research by


H&SS9-10:3 - Establishing criteria for the quality and quantity of information needed, including primary and secondary sources. - Identifying tools and procedures needed for collecting, managing, and analyzing information, including a plan for citing sources 
Research Plan - Students develop reasonable explanations that support the research statement by
H&SS9-10:5 - Organizing and displaying information in a manner appropriate to the research statement through maps, graphs, charts, tables, narratives, timelines, models

ISTE NETS for Students
· Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media. 

· Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media. 

· Plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project. 

· Collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions. 

Information Power; Information Literacy Standards 1-4:
· Standard 1: The student who is information literate accesses information efficiently and effectively. 

· Standard 2: The student who is information literate evaluates information critically and competently. 

· Standard 3: The student who is information literate uses information accurately and creatively. 

· Standard 9: The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and participates effectively in groups to pursue and generate information. 

21st Century Skills:
· Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

· Communication and Collaboration 

· Information Literacy 

· Initiative and Self-Direction 

· Social and Cross-Cultural Skills 

· Productivity and Accountability 

18 Critical Thinking Skills:
· Clarifying issues, conclusions, or beliefs 

· Making plausible inferences, predictions, or interpretations 

· Analyzing or evaluating actions or policies 

· Demonstrating reasoned judgment 

· Exploring implications and consequences

